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“HE PROPOSED EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


24 1—Men and women shall ha ve Equal Rights throughout the United 
States and every place Gubject its jurisdiction. 


Art. shall have to enforce this article by appropriate 
2—Congress power 


Senate— Townsend, ( ), and Senator Burke, ( Neb.) 
Senator 
Feb. 9 1987, (Senate Joint 1 65). N 


B tive Ludlow, (Ind.), Jan. 5, 1987, (House 


Senate—Before Judiciary Committee. 
House—Before Judiciary Committee. 
THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


„Art. 1—The ing. that 
Treaty men women have throughout 
territory subject to their respective <4 
By Osha, „ Paraguay, and Uruguay, at Montevideo, De- 
cember, 1988 


PROPOSED EQUALITY AMENDMENTS TO COVENANT 
OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


the right to vote shall not be denied or abridged on the ground of sex.’’ 


Women Fight On Two Fronts 


98 the United States has accepted membership 
in the International Labor Organization, ereated 
1 the League of Nations, American women are finding 
it necessary to fight for their right to work on both the 
national and international front. 


Ten treaties of the I. O. L. to be passed upon by this 
country include four based on sex. One of these treaty 
conventions has already been submitted to the Perma- 
nent Court of International Justice, which has juris- 
diction over these agreements between nations once 
they are ratified. That tribunal ruled that the treaty 
prohibiting night work for women in industry applied 
not only to those in the lower brackets, but to execu- 
tives as well. 


It has been stated that women of one ratifying nation 
awakened one morning to find their jobs gone through 
the ruling—not of a court of their own country—but 
an international tribunal sitting in a foreign land. 
Women workers in cable companies, telegraph com- 
panies and other concerns, who were said to prefer 
women employees for certain jobs, were reported to 
have discharged them under compulsion of this inter- 
national court ruling. 


Must women of the United States wait for their own 
fingers to be burned before they demand passage of the 
Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution? Once 
this principle is incorporated in the fundamental law, 
it will be impossible to make agreements with other 
countries based on sex. Already five treaty conventions, 


one based on sex, have been submitted to Congress for 


action. Once ratified they endure for ten years before 
the United States can give notice of intention to de- 
nounce after an additional year. This means that once 
a convention based on sex is ratified, for a period of 
eleven years there could be no Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, because the United States would be committed 
to a policy of inequality. 

Action at this time on the part of working women 
is protection for the — 


Two 112 Hurdles 


E EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT to the Con- 

stitution has begun to move through the machin- 
ery of Congress. Within the brief period of a week 
the amendment has made two important legislative 
hurdles, securing favorable reports from sub-judiciary 
committees of both the House and Senate, the former 
on June 16 and the latter on June 23. The amendment 


thus goes to the full judiciary committees bearing the 


stamp of approval of the committees to which it was 
referred for initial study. 


Significant is the fact that action comes as the re- 


sult of a rapidly increasing demand for it throughout 
the United States. | 


Although not a party measure, both major parties 
are cognizant of its importance and their leaders are 
aware of the fact that thinking women are on the 
march. Increasing dangers to the rights of women 
have made immediate passage of the amendment as 


an emergency a necessity. 
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NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
OBJECT 
To secure for women complete equality with men under the law and in 
) all human relationships—in articular to’ secure the adoption of the Equal 
| Rights Amendment to the Constitution, and the adherence of the United 
) States to the Equal Rights Treaty. The Woman’s Party also supports the 
) proposed Equality Amendments to the Covenant of the League of Nations. 
| 
| Introduced 
| — — — 
. „„The members of the undertake that in their respective countries 
} there shall be no distinction ‘based on sex in thelr law and practice regard: 
ationality ( 
. „The members of the League undertake that in their respective countries 
| men and women shall have equal rights in all other fields.’’ 
| „„The members of the League undertake that there shall be both men and 
| women, with full voting powers, in all delegations to the Council] and As- 
| sembly of the League and to all Conferences under the auspices of the 
1 * 
Present Status W 
. — agenda of the September, 1987, Assembly of the League of 
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ien Of Women Before League Of Nations 


11 communi- LEAGUE ASKED TO ADD EQUALITY AMEND. before the Assembly the 
cati 


on on the Status of MENTS following communication. 
Women is a great trium — mom “Our Committee recom- 
for the women, who for. ALL PEOPLE mends that the following 


past few years have — 
working in Geneva to establish the principle of 
equality in the N of Nations: 


[Communicated to the Assembly, A. 1937. V. 
Geneva, May 18th, 1937. 


LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
STATUS OF WOMEN 


COMMUNICATION FROM FIFTEEN DELEGATIONS RE- 
GARDING THE PLACING OF THE ABOVE MATTER 
ON THE ASSEMBLY’S AGENDA. 


The Secretary-General has the honour to communi- 
cate herewith to the Members of the League the letter 
addressed to the President of the Assembly’s ordinary 
session of 1936 by which the delegations of Albania, 
a Bes ia, China, Colombia, Cuba, Czechoslo- 

or, d, Haiti, Latvia, New Zealand, 
Caen, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
Yugos via requested that the question of the Status 
of Women should be placed on the Assembly’s agenda 
for 1937, together with the communication of the 
vee: s Consultative Committee mentioned in that 


LETTER OF THE DELEGATIONS T0 THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE ASSEMBLY 


“The following delegations have noted the communi- 
cation the status of women addressed to the 
Assembly by the Women’s Consultative Committee as 
reported in the Assembly Journal of October Ist. We 
consider that, in the present crisis in human affai 
it is important that the League of Nations shoul 
encourage the co-operation of all elements not now 
fully represented among us, and we therefore deem it 
wise for the League to consider the wishes of inter- 
national groups of women as of all other groups. 

“Since the General Committee of the Assembly has 
not found it possible to consider at this session the 
communication from the Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee the following delegations beg_-to request that 
the subject of this communication, together with the 
whole question of the status of women, be included in 
session of the 

7. 
(Signed) F. ASLANI (Albania), A. Costa DU 

RLS (Bolivia), N. MomTcHiLorr (Bulgaria), V. 

K. Wellington Koo (China), G. TurBAy (Colom- 

bia), G. DE BLANCK (Cuba), S. OsusKy (Czecho- 
slovakia), G. ZALDUMBIDE (Ecuador), R. HoLSTI 
(Finland), e MAYARD (Haiti), A. 
_KAMPE (Latvia), W. J. JORDAN (New Zealand), 
N. SADAK (Turkey), Alexandra KOLLONTAI 
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), I. SouBBo- 
TITCH (Yugoslavia).” | 

* 
COMMUNICATION, DATED SEPTEMBER 21sT, 1936, FROM 
THE COMMITTEE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF WOMEN’S 


INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 


“With reference to the reform of the Covenant, 
which question, we understand, is to come before the 
League this September 


provisions be added to the 
Covenant in order that the interests of women may be 
better protected under the League and that the League 
may more truly serve all the people of the world: 


1. The Members of the undertake that 
in their respective countries the right to vote shall 
not be denied or abridged on the ground of sex. 


“2. The Members of the League undertake that 
in their respective countries there shall be no dis- 
tinction based on sex in their law and practice 
regarding nationality. 


“3. The Members of the League undertake that 
in their respective countries men and women shall 
have equal rights in all other fields. 


4. The Members of the League undertake that 
men and women shall both be members, with full 
je r of all delegations to the Council and 

of the League and to all Conferences 
the auspices of the | 


Me respectfully urge also that the one article now 
in the Covenant guaranteeing certain rights to women 
(Article 7, section 3, reading: ‘All positions under or 
in connection with the League, including the Secre- 
tariat, shall be open equally to men and women’) be 
put more fully into practice than has been the case 
up to the present. 

“In making this plea for greater rights for women 
under the Covenant, our Committee is merely contin- 
uing the efforts made by women’s 0 tions at the 
time of the original drafting of the Covenant in Paris 
in 1919, when the demand was made for suffrage and 
other rights under the Covenant. 

“We wish, in presenting this p , to state our 
belief that only in a League of ations in which 
women participate equally with men will the highest 


expression of a new world order be possible. 


“International Council of Women: 
(Signed) Louise C. A. VAN EEGHEN 
(Holland). 
Renée GOD (Switzerland). 


“Women’s International League for Peace and 
Freedom: 


(Signed) Madeleine G. Dory (U.S.A.). 
Ellen Horup (Denmark). 

Lola Maverick LLOYD (U.S. A.). 
Eugenie M. MELLER (Hungary). 


“Inter-American Commission of Women: 
(Signed) Abby Scott BAKER (U.S. A.). 
Leonor CESPEDES (Colombia). 
Alice PAUL (U.S.A.). 


“Equal Rights International: 
(Signed) Juanita FRANCES (England). 
Héléne GRANITSCH (Austria). 
| Linda P. LITTLEJOHN (Australia). 
“All Asian Conference of Women: 
(Signed) Lillian VON Marsch (Austria). 
Rosa Welt Straus (Palestine).” 
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Two Victories For Equal Rights Amendment 


12 important victories 
for the Equal Rights 
Amendment were won in 
the Congress of the United 
States this week when both 
the Senate and House Judi- 
ciary sub-committees favor- 
ably reported, by unani- 
mous vote, the Equal Rights 
Amendment to the Consti- 
tution. 

The first action came from the House Judiciary 
sub-committee which reported the Amendment on 
June 16. Immediately following the meeting, Repre- 
sentative Zebulon Weaver, North Carolina, Chairman 
of the sub-committee, gave out the following state- 
ment: “Our committee has voted unanimously today 
to report favorably to the full Judiciary Committee 
House Joint Resolution No. 1. As Chairman, I am 
glad to present this report and I hope for favorable 
action at the earliest possible moment.” | 

The favorable report from the Senate Judiciary 

sub-committee was made on June 23, exactly one week 
after the House report. This is the first time the 
United States Senate has taken any action on the ques- 
tion of the Equal Rights Amendment. 
Senator Edward R. Burke, Nebraska, in announc- 
ing that the Amendment had been favorably reported 
by unanimous vote of the sub-committee of which he 
is chairman, said: | 

“The proposed Equal Rights Amendment when 
adopted would write a new legal tradition for women 
throughout the United States. The subject grows in 
importance the more I study it.” 

One week earlier Senator Burke had declared: “I 
have learned with great interest and real satisfaction 
that the sub-committee of the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee, which has been considering the Equal Rights 
Amendment, has reported unanimously in favor of the 
Resolution. This action confirms the belief of many 
forward-looking women that now is the opportune 
time to press vigorously for submission to the people 
of this proposal to treat all adults as human beings 
with equal rights and responsibilities. I shall be happy 


to do everything in my power to further prompt 
= a te of the Equal Rights end- 
men 9? ‘ 


The Senate sub-committee’s report was an imme- 
diate fulfillment of Senator Burke’s promise of action. 
The members of the Senate sub-committee joining in 
the favorable Senate action were: Senator Carl A. 
Hatch, New Mexico; Senator Frederick Van Nuys, 
Indiana; Senator Warren R. Austin, Vermont, and 
Senator Frederick Steiwer, Oregon. 

Among the members of the House Committee who, 


with Mr. Weaver, helped insure the House victory, 


were resentative Walter Chandler, Tennessee, 
ranking Democratic member of the sub-committee; 
Representative U. S. Guyer, Kansas, ranking Republi- 
can member of the Judiciary Committee, and Repre- 
sentative William M. Citron, Connecticut. 


Representative Chandler declared after the meeting 


that “the proposed amendment would help end the 
present conflict and injustice arising from the exist- 
ence of one law for men and another for women” and 
stated that when the Resolution passes, “it will pre- 
sent to the Legislatures of the States the solution of 
the entire problem.” Representative Guyer, a consist- 
ent friend of the Amendment, said: “I see no reason 
why this Amendment should not be submitted to the 


SENATE AND HOUSE COMMITTEES REPORT 
AMENDMENT FAVORABLY BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

By Anita Pollitzer 
Vice Chairman and Congressional Secretary 
of the National Woman's Party 


States, and no reason why 
it should not be adopted by 
the States.” Representa- 
tive Citron said that adop- 
tion of the Amendment and 
subsequent presentation to 
the States for ratification 
would bring to the atten- 
tion of the States the ine- 
| ualities under the law. 
To Representative Louis Ludlow, Indiana, who intro- 
duced the Equal Rights Amendment as House Joint 
Resolution No. 1 in this session of Congress, the 
National Woman’s Party is deeply grateful. His inter- 
est and continued work for the Amendment were of 
tremendous help. 


Approval from Congress 

Senator Hattie W. Caraway, Arkansas, only woman 
member of the United States Senate, who has often 
expressed interest in the Amendment, said immedi- 
ately following the vote: “I am delighted with the 
favorable action of the Senate and House Committees 
on the Equal Rights Amendment and I hope that this 
legislation will soon be submitted to the States.” 

One of the first to offer sincere congratulations to 
us on the step achieved was Senator Arthur Capper of 
Kansas. Senator Capper recalled with pride that this 
amendment, which would grant equal rights to women 
under law, was first introduced in Congress by two 
of his former colleagues—both Kansans—Senator 
Charles Curtis and Representative Daniel R. Anthony, 
a nephew of Susan B. Anthony. Senator Capper said: 
“I remember when the campaign for the adoption of 
the Woman Suffrage Amendment, now so generally 
accepted, required the same hard work that the Equal 
Rights Amendment has required.” 


Senator Carl A. Hatch, New Mexico, member of 


the sub-committee, commented: “The Equal Rights 
Amendment is the recognition of fundamental legal 
rights concerning which there should be no contro- 
versy.” Senator erick Van Nuys, Indiana, another 
committee member, said: “I was very happy to join 


in the report of the sub-committee for favorable action 


on the Equal Rights Amendment, and I will support it 
on the floor of the Senate. I believe that a measure of 
justice to women is today advanced towards its inevit- 

enator John R. To ’ ware, co-sponsor 
of the Amendment, said earnestly: “Women are cer- 
tainly entitled to the same consideration the Consti- 
tution has already given men and I am gratified that 
an nator Charles McNary, Oregon, minori er 
of the Senate, stopped to make the following welcome 
comment: “I am glad. I have always been in favor 
of the Equal Rights Amendment and I intend to give 
it my support.” | 


Messages to Headquarters 

From various parts of the country are coming mes- 

sages of support. Prominent North Carolina women 

have joined in the following statement of titude to 

their Representative who is chairman of the House 
Committee which took favorable action: 

“A great step has been taken this week in Con- 

to give equal rights to women. We are proud 

ndeed that our Congressman from this district, 

Mr. Zebulon B. Weaver, of Asheville, is chairman 

of this sub-committee which has rendered so 

forward-looking a service to the Nation. We 
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remember that he was the North Carolina Con- 
gressman who voted for the Susan B. Anthony 
amendment. We are happy and deeply grateful 
for his progressive work. As a nation treats its 
women, so that nation advances to the front rank 
or is retarded. We have too long applied the old 
Common Law of England to the women of the 
United States. We want to see America giving 
equal rights and opportunities to her women 
citizens under her laws.” 


Among the signers of this m are: Elizabeth 
Lumpkin Glenn, Annie L. Rutherford, Laura V. Whit- 
lark, Genevieve Rutherford, Nina Rutherford, Mar- 
garet E. Kecker, E. Grace Miller, Edith C. Lawrence, 
ge Peta Elizabeth C. McCutchen and Mrs. 


George Gordon Battle of New York, distinguished 
lawyer, has written to the National Woman’s Party 
this week saying: 

“It is gratifying to note the progress that is be 
made in Congress toward the approval of the Eq 
Rights Amendment; and it is earnestly hoped that the 
good work will continue and will end in success. This 
Amendment deserves the support of all intelligent and 
patriotic men and women. 


It is difficult for us to realize in this civilized age 
that under our common law, which we inherited from 
England, the rights of women were consistently and 
most unjustly subordinated to the rights of men. This 
partiality was carried to such an extent that women 
were constantly the victims of the grossest injustice 
and oppression. With the advance of general enlighten- 
ment, strenuous efforts have been e to remove these 
disgraceful inequalities. There remain, however, very 
many traces of the old evil conditions. In some of our 
states husbands still have highly inequitable rights in 
regard to the property of their wives. Also there are 
states which continue to give prior rights to the hus- 
band over the wife in regard to the custody and con- 
trol of the children. Thus it will be seen that there 
remain many wrongs inherited from ancient times 
which should be remedied without further delay. It 
is entirely clear that the Equal Rights Amendment is 
a provision so obvious in its justice as to be axiomatic.” 

A Jeffersonian Democrat 


I must quote one more letter of al interest re- 
ceived at headquarters this week. author of this 
letter, Miss Olivia Taylor, is a great-great-great-grand- 
daughter of Thomas Jefferson. 

Because of this, her comments on amending the Con- 
stitution to provide that women shall have the same 
basic guarantees of freedom that men now have are 
of deep interest. Miss Taylor writes: 

“That the Equal Rights Amendment has received a 
unanimously favorable report from the sub-committees 
of the Senate and House proves that the establishment 
of our liberties is as vital a question today as it was 
in 1789 when the Bill of Rights was passed by the Con- 
gress of the United States. 


“Times change and the needs of men and women. 
The greatness of our Constitution lies in the fact that 
it has been capable of meeting these changes. An 
altered economic and social structure produced the 
Nineteenth Amendment guaranteeing the right of 
women to vote. The Equal Rights Amendment now 
before Congress is a direct descendant of the Bill of 
Rights and a sister to the amendment ting suf- 
frage to women; it is necessary to complete the prin- 
cipals there established.” 

This has been a week not only full of work and 


tirelessly 


campaigning and visits to Congress, but also full of 
vivid memories. First and foremost all this week has 


been the thought of Maud Younger, Congressional 
Chairman of the National Woman's Party, who for so 
many years 


ve constant and devoted service to the 

Suffrage | — Rights Amendments; „ 
and with enthusiasm, with the members 

Congress, year after year. Every woman who will 


receive the reward of liberty which this Amendment 
will insure should remember the contribution of Maud 
Lounger in connection with each Congressional vic- 
’ tory. She made the Congressional campaign and its 


work a living thing to those with whom she came in 
contact. 


Another memory that comes with these steps won, 
is that of the National Woman’s Party Convention 
held at Seneca Falls, New York, July 20 and 21, 1923, 
at which the campaign for the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment was launched. 

The New York Herald Tribune of July 22nd, 1923, 
in reporting this Convention, said: 


“The campaign for the Lucretia Mott Amend- 
ment has begun. The National Woman’s Party 
this morning unanimously adopted the plan of 
Miss Alice Paul for carrying the feminist demands 
to Congress with a simply worded amendment 
which covers the whole field of equal rights. 


“The resolution as presented by Miss Paul 
reads: 


“ ‘WHEREAS, Only one point in the Equal Rights 
program of 1848, that of equal suffrage, has been 
completely attained, and 

“ "WHEREAS, the National Woman's Party, as 
stated in its declaration of principles, is dedicated 
to the same Equal Rights program as that adopted 
on this spot seventy-five years ago, be it 

“ ‘Resolved, That, in order to bring the complete 
equal rights ideal to the victory that was won for 
suffrage, we undertake the following program: 
The securing of an amendment to the United 
States Constitution, stating, “Men and women 
shall have equal rights throughout the United 


— and every p subject to its jurisdic- 
on.“ * 


There were about twenty of us from different sec- 
tions of the country, who seconded the resolution for 
the Equal Rights Amendment pro by Miss Paul. 
It was voted by the convention with enthusiasm, and 
with a realization of the work ahead. 


This resolution is important to recall—for those of 
us who participated in that 22 and for the 
thousands of women in all parts of the country who 
are now working for the Amendment. 


Many Organizations for Amendment 


Among the national organizations of women work- 
ing for the adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment 
are: The National Woman’s Party, National Associa- 
tion of Women Lawyers, American Federation of 
Soroptimists, American Alliance of Civil Service 
Women, National Association of Women Dentists, 
National Women’s Osteopathic Association, Ladies of 
the Grand Army of the Repubile, Medical Women’s 
National Association, National Women’s Real Estate 
Association, and Pilot International. More than one 
hundred other organizations of women have also 
endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment. 

The victories of the past week have come as the 


(Continued on page 96) 
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Special House Rule Granted 
To Speed Section 213 Repeal 


After five years of active campaigning to repeal 
Section 213 of the 1932 Economy Act, the infamous 
married persons cla the necessary rule to bring it 
upon the floor of the House for a vote has been won. 


The Government Worker's Council of the National 


Woman's Party, and many other National Groups are 
rejoicing. 
Co en are finally convinced that Section 213 


ngressm 
did not help in any way but worked great hardships — 


on a few — paid people, a discrimination against 
married wom 


You may ay still help by writing to your representative 
in Congress to vote for H. R. 3408, 58 the Celler Bill, 
when it comes to the floor almost immediately. 


Business Women Act 


The following resolution was adopted at the recent 
meeting of the Minnesota Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs: 


WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the United 
States has recently held “that women are properly 
2 laced in a class by themselves, implying that the 

nstitution of the "United States does not apply to 
women, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Minnesota Fed- 
eration of Business and Professional Women declare 
itself in favor of the proposed amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, which reads: Men 
and women shall have equal rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdic- 
tion. Congress shall have the power to enforce this 


Act by proper legislation.” 


- WHEREAS, The Board of Directors of the Minne- 
sota Federation of Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, at its mid-year meeting held in Minneapolis on 
January 24, 1937, discussed the proposed Women's 
Charter“ very thoroughly and went on record as un- 
animously opposed to it, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That this Con- 
vention approve that action and instruct the State Dele- 
gates to the National Convention to voice our opposi- 
tion to the National Federation being a participant 
member of the proposed Charter group ARA 
delegate to the meeting called for September 1, 1937, 
or any other meeting. 

(Signed) ae Hovland, Crookston, Minn. 

Woodworth, Minneapolis, 
inn. 


Olivia Johnson, State Legislative Chair- 
man, St. Paul, Minn. 


Equal Rights Needs Your Help 


As a part of your contribution to the Equal Rights 
Campaign, will you not make it your business at once 
to secure several new subscribers to Equal Rights? 

It is our medium for keeping women informed and 
inspiring them to do their part in the campaign for 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, which will 
move toward adoption ? just as rapidly as women in- 
form their members of Congress and their political 
parties that they demand it. 

Contributions for Equal Rights will also aid ma- 
terially in the campaign for victory 

Send contributions to Rights, 144 B Street, 
Northeast, Washington, D. 


California Women Win 


The Business Women’s Legislative Council of Cali- 
fornia in its latest bulletin thus reports on the results 
of its legislative work in the ifornia legislature: 

“With the adjournment of the Legislature now an 
accomplished fact, we can breathe a sigh of relief and 
voice our gratitude to all those who helped in defeating 
unfair and unwanted laws applying to women only. 
As far as can be learned, even the Barmaid's Bill’ 
denying women the right to work as barmaids, seems 
to be lost in committee along with hundreds of other 
bills as the legislators closed their desks and went 
home. This makes our victory complete—for each 
and every bill opposed by our Council went down to 
defeat. Also, in every case, the legislator’s int 


seemed changed by the arguments we presen for 


many acknowledged this in their letters. 


“Senator James J. McBride, writing Mrs. Lynch re- 
ae her letter of protest against the barmaid’s 
, says: ‘Your letter has given a new light on the 


subject and I heartily agree with you.“ 


A Touching. Tribute 


The following letter is so 41 ty of the spirit of 
those devoted to the cause of EQUAL RIGHTS Sand is 
such a beautiful tribute to a —— 2 worker for the 
cause, that it is herewith reproduced 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY, 
144 B Street, N. E., 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Friends: 

My wife, Mrs. Emma Pauline Gray, occasio 
used to give you a contribution toward your work 
I am sending you the enclosed money order in memory 
of her. She passed away in November, 1929. 

Very sorry to hear that Miss Younger has 841 
on. Will you kindly give my best regards to 
Laughlin and Doris Stevens. 


Yours very truly, 


(Signed) THOMAs P. D. Guay. 
421 Fair Oaks Street, 
Francisco, Calif 


San 


Another Amendment Endorsement 


The following from Hi-Lites on Equal Rights, bulle- 
tin of the Business Women’s Legislative Council of 
California, will be of interest: 


“The California Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women’s Clubs, assembled in Del Monte for 
their annual meeting, adopted a resolution rejecting 
the Women’s Charter and also one unanimously en- 
dorsing the Equal Rights Amendment.” 


Passing of Mrs. Jameson 


The National Woman’s Party has lost another of its 
devoted members in the passing in Indianapolis, Ind., 
on May 17 of Mrs. Ovid Butler Jameson, Indiana chair- 
1 Party and sister of Booth Tark- 

n, author 
8 Rights cam rg She was the widow of 
Ould Butler, founder of University, and is sur- 
vived by three sons, John, Donald and Booth Jameson, 
of Indianapolis. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


National News For Women 


By Helena Hill Weed 


r Wednesday was a day of 
historic importance for women—though probably 
not one in 100,000 knew it—for that day marked the 
first real parliamentary victory of the Equal Rights 
Amendment. The sub-committee of the House Judiciary 
Committee unanimously reported it out favorably to 
the full committee, thus starting it along the track to 
ratification. Many legislative hurdles lie ahead and the 
struggle will not be easy, but at least it is on the way. 

It is true that a similar report was made at the last 
session of Congress, but this was only a moral victory 
because the report was made in the closing hours of 
that session when no further action was possible, and 
everyone knew that the resolution would die with the 
adjournment of Congress. 


This year it is different. The Congress is only now | 


settling down to serious work, and many months of 
work lie ahead. Victory at this session is entirely pos- 
sible. If the hosts of women, organized and unorgan- 
ized who are behind this resolution will make their 
demands known, submission of the amendment to the 
states for ratification can be readily won. 

Women are in a peculiarly strategic position just 
now. With the state of insurgency now — in 
Congress, and with the knowledge that party lines 
will be blown sky-high in the coming congressional 
elections, every man in Co who wants to be re- 
elected is casting his eye the political horizon 
to find favorable votes. 

Women, as a group, have taken no part in the bitter 
battles that has disru the present session. They 
have made no enemies in either party. Their emissaries 
who are carrying on the lobbying for the Equal Rights 
Amendment come from all ties and all classes of 
women, from every walk life. Every member of 
both houses of Congress knows that by 1 
this amendment he is antagonizing no group but, on 
the other hand, that he will, by his favorable vote, 
win the good will of the enormously powerful organized 
groups, com of women, of all political affiliations 
all over the land, who have endorsed this measure an 
who have sent their representative here to fight for 
its adoption. 

And they know that the votes of women loom just 
as large and carry just as much weight as the votes of 
men, when election day comes. | 


They see prominent women leaders of all political 
parties exhorting their women to endorse and work 
for this measure now, and to demand that ratification 
be made a plank in their next party platforms. They 
know that the most influential party leaders among 
women, like Emma Guffey Miller of the Democratic 
Party and Mrs. Robert Lowe Bacon of the Republican 
Party, are among the most active lobbyists for the 
amendment here in Washington, and that these women 
are busily organizing for it in their party gatherings 
through the country—just as Mrs. Miller was at the 
recent regional convention of the Democratic women 
at New London last week. And so, whether they are 
deeply interested in the issue as a matter of princi- 


ple or not, they are keen enough to see that neither 


party must be allowed to get an advantage over the 
other on this matter. And they see too that, with the 
demand such as it is, without party lines, it would be 
a most strategic move on the part of every man who 


is on the lookout for votes next year, to have a favor- 
able record on submission. 


“After all,” they say, “submission does not mean 


that I stand for ratification. It just means that I believe 


that there is a sufficient demand for popular consid- 
eration by the final authority—the people—and a vote 
for the submission of the amendment does not com- 
mit me to the issue itself, but simply puts me on rec- 
ord as treating the issue fairly at this stage of the 
1— fight. So, why not keep my record clean 
on 


With this psychological situation, women have every 
chance for victory at this session. 

Every victory in Congress is now a toward final 
success. Under our constitutional p ure, once the 
amendment is submitted by Congress no backward step 
can ever be taken. Once it is submitted, the amendment 
will be before the states forever for ratification. Every 
legislature that ratifies takes final action, for precedent 
has established that ratification, once made, can never 
be recalled. On the other hand, refusal to ratify at one 
session is merely a postponement of victory in that 
— for the amendment is still before the state for 

on. 

Nine of the most important and numerically pow- 
erful organizations of women have endorsed the 
amendment, and over 100 state and local groups of 
equal importance have also endorsed it and are cam- 
paigning for it in the constituencies of members of 
Congress. They are all working under a coordinating 
central group in Washington composed of women of 
all itical parties and all economic interests. The 
work is as well organized and as powerful as the old 
= campaign was, though it is not as colorful—as 


With all the tribulations that beset Congress and 
the ies at this time, and with full knowledge that 


the demand is just as strong and as resolute as was the 


suffrage demand, it is believed that women will have 

no need to resort to such militant action as many of 

the present members of Congress saw in that struggle 

The final victory for civil equality is now in sight. 
The Norwalk Hour, Norwalk, Conn., June 23 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


july 1, 1937 


May, 1937. 

Dublin, Ireland. 
Your readers will be 
interested in the clauses re- 


lating to women in the new 
draft Constitution, pro- 


a by President de 
alera. clauses are 
as follows: 


“Fundamental Rights 


Women In The Irish Free State 


By Hannah Sheehy Skeffington 


4 


@ EDITOR’S NOTE: Feminists throughout the world need no 
introduction to Hanna Sheehy Skeffington, whose name is syn- 
onymous with feminism in Ir . Prominent in the campaign 
for suffrage in her country, she served several jail sentences for 
her activities. Her husband, Francis Skeffington a noted pacifist, 
while taking no part in the 1916 uprising, was arrested with 
two others making an effort to stop looting. The English officer, 
Bowen Colthurst, who made the arrests, was said to have tied 
a rope about the necks of the three men, taking them to the place 
where they were murdered. The British officer was later tried 


(“In the 1923 Consti- 
tution.) 


Every person, 
without distinction 
of sex, domiciled 
in the area of the 
Free State...isa 
citizen of the Irish 
Free State and shall 
... enjoy the priv- 


“Clause 


40. All citizens shall, 
as human per- 
sons, be held 


for the murders but was declared to be insane. Mrs. Skeffington, 
who is a journalist of note, is now campaigning to preserve 
equal rights with men for women of Ireland. 


ileges and be sub- 
ject to the obliga- 
tions of such citi- 


law. There are other clauses 
This shall not to which other groups are 


mean that the State shall not in its enact- 
ments have due regard to differences of 


capacity, physical and moral, and of social 
function.” — 


“The Family 


“41. (2) 1. In particular the State recognizes 
that by her life within the home woman 
gives to the State a support without which 
the common good cannot be achieved. 

“2. The State shall therefore endeavour 
to ensure that mothers shall not be obliged 
by economic necessity to engage in labour 
to the neglect of their duties in the home.” 


“45. 4. | 
“Sub-Section 2. 


“The State shall endeavour to ensure f 


that the inadequate strength of women 
shall not be abused and that women 
or children shall not be forced by economic 
necessity to enter avocations unsuited to 


their sex, age, or strength.” 
The clauses in the 1916 Proclamation and in the 


1923 Constitution which gave equal rights and oppor- | 


tunities to women are omitted. The previous clauses 
were as follows: , 


(“In the 1916 Proclamation.) 8 
“The Irish Republic guarantees religious 
and civil liberty, equal rights and equal 
opportunities to all its citizens . . . elected by 
the suffrages of all her men and women.” 


objecting. The whole document is reactionary, giving 
dictatorial powers to the President. 

We object to Article 40, which gives the State power 
to restrict the rights and liberties of certain citizens 
in view of “differences of capacity, physical and moral, 
and of social function.” is phrase is capable of 
wide interpretation. It is highly dangerous not only 
to women, but also to classes and groups of men and 
women. The Article quoted suggests an inferior status 
for women and would give power to a Government pre- 
dominantly male (as all Governments now are) to 
impose legislation upon women of which the women 
themselves might strongly disapprove. | 

Section 4 (2) of Article 45 is, from the women’s 
point of view, the most indefensible in the Constitu- 
tion. It would take from women the right to choose 
their vocations in life. The State would be given 
power to decide what vocations are suited to their 
sex and strength. There is no reason why the Con- 
stitution should contain reference to the “inadequate 
strength” of one half of the community. Women have 
proved their strength and endurance in aviation, in 
Channel swimming, in long hours of nursing. 

Mr. de Valera, in his apologia, made special refer- 
ence to fact that women (Americans and others) in 
Geneva had always come to him and the Irish delega- 
tion for help—this to show he is really a feminist. He 
mentions that he has actually improved our status. 
But his draft constitution would certainly set us back 
“among the pots and pans.” 

All women societies are roused—that is one good 
result—and are fighting for restoration of the Equal 


Rights clauses and the deletion of the “protective” 


ones. 


Two Important Victories For Equal Rights Amendment 


_ Continued from page 93) 


result of the hundreds of letters, petitions and visits . 
to members of Congress, from women throughout the 


country, both in Washington and in the 


The Washington Herald, in an editorial of June 21, 
in commenting on the progress made, 


many current issues, have no cause for division on 
this 2 of elementary justice to 
9 objective for which the women of the United 


j — 17} 


id: Liberals 
and conservatives in politics, who divide so sharply on 


nerican women. 


States have crusaded untiringly for a century is thus 
— toward its ultimate and inevitable attain- 
ment.“ 

The next step in the Equal Rights campaign lies 
with women and their continued demand for imme- 
diate action by Congress. The words of Susan B. 
Anthony inscribed on one of the picket banners of 
suffrage days become increasingly significant today: 
“Failure Is Impossible.“ | 
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